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PREFACE 



It seems strange and significant that the official opening of Falconer Hall and 
The Margaret Eaton Library, by the University of Toronto, on November 21, 1952, 
should complete a cycle of events which began over fifty years ago. 

It is equally noteworthy that more than twenty-five years ago women students 
and graduates of the University of Toronto were requesting a Women’s Athletic 
Building, convenient, properly equipped, adequate for their use, and that now, with 
the opening of Falconer Hall, part of that desire has been realized. 

falconer Hall, the fine residential building formerly known as Wymilwood, of 
Victoria University, is a social and administrative centre for women, and the first 
unit of what is planned as the University of Toronto Women’s Athletic Building. 
The beautiful Maigaret Eaton Library stands in the south west section. The building 
was named Falconer Hall’ in honour of Sir Robert Falconer, President of the Uni- 
versity of Toronto from 1907 to 1932. 

The circumstances which linked The Margaret Eaton Library with the University 
of Toronto, involved: the opening, in 1901, of The School of Expression; the 

incorporation, in 1906, of this School into The Margaret Eaton School of Literature 
and Expression; the reorganization, in 1925, which resulted in The Margaret Eaton 
School; and finally, in 1941, the merging of The Margaret Eaton School into the 
University of Toronto, to establish the School of Physical and Health Education. 

The Margaret Eaton Library, which includes the books of all these Schools, was 
the gift of the T. Eaton Company Limited to the University of Toronto in memory 
of Margaret Wilson Eaton (Mrs. Timothy Eaton), the founder of The Margaret 
Eaton School of Literature and Expression. 

The brief history which follows has been written to commemorate the hopes and 
di earns, the sacrifices and the triumphs, of those who were a part of the life 
of the three Schools, from 1901 to 1941. 

D.N.R.J. 
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A Brief History of 

THREE SCHOOLS 



Forty years! The span of time which covers the history of the three 
Schools, takes the mind backward to the beginning of the twentieth century, 
and beyond to ancient Greek traditions. 

The three institutions, from 1901 to 1941, sent out graduates to fill 
important positions in various parts of the world, and created an unique 
record in the educational pattern of Canada. 

These Schools were: 

1901 - 1906 The School of Expression. 

1906 - 1925 The Margaret Eaton School of Literature and 

Expression. 

1925 - 1941 The Margaret Eaton School. 

In 1900, Emma Scott Raff, a young widow, was teaching at Victoria 
University in Toronto. She was convinced that literature could become a 
living art through the medium of the voice. 

Encouraged by the Reverend Nathaniel Burwash, Chancellor of Victoria 
University, and guided by her own unshakeable faith, she opened a studio, 
in 1901, which was named: 'The School of Expression’. It was located 
above the old Traders Bank Building at the corner of Bloor and Yonge 
Streets — now the site of the Toronto Ladies’ Club, above the Bank of 
Commerce. The interpretation of literature, the problems of voice produc- 
tion, and the promotion of physical education, thereafter, became the life 
work of that remarkable woman. 

During the early years of the School, all classes in Physical Culture 
were conducted in the gymnasium of Annesley Hall of Victoria University. 
The students were directed to co-ordinate their studies with the regular 
courses in the Faculty of Arts, and as they were registered at Victoria 
University, they had the privilege of making application for residence in 

Annesley Hall. 

Mrs. Scott Raff contended that more attention should be given to the 
spoken word in education, and that earnest efforts should be made to im- 
prove the quality of voice, the health and grace of body, the imagination, 
and the artistic aptitudes of all students. 

The motto chosen for the School was: 

TO KAAOKArAOON 
'A Sound Mind in a Sound Body. 

It was symbolized in the School crest by the Greek toich encircled by a 
laurel wreath. 



